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Mission Statement 
Fishcare aims to be an effective volunteer group that encourages a responsible attitude towards the 
use of our fisheries resources and the protection of our aquatic environments ensuring their existence 
into the future. 
 

• Encouraging anglers to adopt a responsible 

approach to fishing, and share in the care 

and management of our precious aquatic 

environments; 

• Promoting the use of “fish friendly tackle”, 

such as knotless nets, circle hooks, lead 

free sinkers and biodegradable fishing line 

that protect the integrity and future of our 

fisheries; 

• Provide community and school –based 

education programs that inform the community of recreational fishing regulations and the role 

they play in ensuring our fish stocks are sustainable; 

• Raising public awareness of the dangers to our fish and aquatic mammals caused by litter entering 

waterways; 

• Providing information on the problems of introduced plant and animal species and the harm they 

cause to aquatic habitats and fish stocks; 

• Provide support services to Fisheries Victoria; 

• To develop a sense of ownership and responsibility amongst all users for the sustainable use of 

fish resources. 

• Supporting volunteers of the association with the knowledge and skills to participate in the 

program; 

• Raising money by gifts, subscriptions, sponsorship or grants, or otherwise as the committee sees 

fit, and to fund activities of the association in line with the objectives and rules of the association; 

• Respecting and adhering to the requirements of funding providers, as set out in the Memorandum 
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Left to Right: Jacinta Early (Fishcare Facilitator), Kelly Virgona (Parks Victoria Ranger), Phil Belfrage (Fishcare 

Volunteer) and Daniel Norman (Parks Victoria Ranger) at Wilsons Promontory running a school holiday fishing 

program. 

Fishcare Victoria Activities 2016-17 
Another productive year has seen 339 events delivered by the Fishcare community across the state. 

Along with our core program, Fishcare Victoria is currently delivering the “Creating Sustainable 

Anglers” project which targets school groups and delivers sustainable recreational fishing workshops 

to schools, holiday programs and community events across Victoria. This financial year we have 

reached a total of 8609 participants and our volunteers have invested over 2025 hours of their time to 

achieve the Fishcare Victoria key objectives. 357 hours have been direct contact hours with our 

participants.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main Activity Breakdown by Group  

Activity Type 
Central 
Highlands 

East 
Gippsland Geelong Melbourne Mornington South West 

School Activities 17 29 14 6 137 2 

Community 8 34 14 8 22 15 

Meetings 5 15 1 0 0 4 

Total 30 78 29 14 159 21 

 

 

  

Total Events = 339 
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Families at the Tooradin Kids Fishing day run by the Tooradin Angling Club enjoy a fish on the 

newly constructed fishing platforms. 
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Presidents Report 2016-2017 
How quickly another year has passed, a year that again has brought change and growth. We started 

the year with Michael Burgess as our state coordinator but by February, Mike accepted a lead role 

with VRFish (Victorian Recreational Fishing Peak Body) and we welcomed Sarah Van Stokrom into the 

position. I’d like to thank Mike for the short time he was with us. Mike exposed the Fishcare Victoria 

committee to a high level of professionalism and provided us with great opportunity to grow as an 

organisation. Sarah has settled into the state coordinator role seamlessly and with her expertise in 

not-for-profit organisations and interest in fishing, I look forward to working with Sarah to continue to 

grow and strengthen the Fishcare brand.  

I’d like to thank Jenny Allitt (East Gippsland Facilitator) and Jacinta Early (Port Phillip Facilitator) for 

their achievements in the past twelve months and ongoing hard work to keep Fishcare strong within 

their regions and across the state. I hope the Fishcare Victoria committee can continue to support 

them and provide them with the guidance and resources to strengthen Fishcare for the next twelve 

months and beyond.  

I’d like to thank the Fishcare Victoria office bearers Brian Tracey (vice-president), Karen Eccles 

(secretary) and Terry Wells (treasurer) for their hard work and assistance in the past twelve months, 

especially Karen and Terry who have undertaken much of the online banking this past year. Dealing 

with invoices is a weekly task that needs to be done to keep our finances in check. I’d also like to thank 

Donna Van Duynhoven (book keeper) who insures our finances are undertaken properly and our staff 

is paid each week.  

Some achievements worth noting for the past year have been an upgrade to our website, online 

reporting of group activities and the completion of our inaugural ‘Come and Try Fishing – Summer 

Series’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A display of ‘Trash into Art’ constructed by primary school students and community members. 

This exhibition is from FCSW’s side project ‘The Plastic Free Alliance’ (funded by Glenelg-

Hopkins CMA and the National Landcare Program). 
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The website now provides the nucleus for sharing more information about sustainable recreational 

fishing and as we link our educational resources to the website, we should see an increase in traffic 

and a useful tool for the community to use. Online reporting of group activities has enabled the state-

wide reporting of our activities and staff to have statistics in real time.  

 

I believe the ‘Come and Try Fishing – Summer Series’ was a great success and something that Fishcare 

can build on to provide a well-known summer activity across the entire state of Victoria. To hold 

fishing sessions from Warrnambool to Mallacoota across the whole summer school holiday period is a 

fantastic achievement by our volunteers and staff. Something we should all be proud of.  

In the past twelve months, we have continued to strengthen our relationships with key stakeholders 

across the state such as Parks Victoria, catchment management authorities, local councils, 

government agencies, educational providers, other not-for-profit organisations and recreational 

fishing bodies. I’d like to thank Fisheries Victoria for their continued support and funding of Fishcare 

Victoria. We have been able to work together to achieve milestones of the state governments ‘Target 

1 Million’ project and I hope our business case to increase our baseline funding to enable Fishcare 

Victoria to increase its staff base and volunteer support is seen kindling by the project funding 

committee.  

As president of this fantastic organisation for the past five years I have been very proud to see it grow 

and strengthen into what it is today. From the hard work undertaken by volunteers and staff in the 

first few years of the organisations development to become an incorporated body, gain registration as 

an environmental organisation, increase staff numbers and funding streams, increase financial support 

of volunteers and be guided by action plans, policies and procedures, I can say I’m stepping away from 

the president role, with Fishcare Victoria stronger than when I started. It is time for the organisation to 

be led by someone with new ideas, new energy and a new voice for the education of sustainable 

fishing across the state of Victoria. I look forward to continuing my role as president of Fishcare South 

The Fishcare Website is a great tool for our members and the community alike to stay informed about Fishcare 

activities and initiatives and access our increasing number of resources. 
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West and wish the Fishcare Victoria committee, other regional groups and our staff all the best for the 

future.  

As we gather in Portsea for this year’s annual conference, I’d like to finish by congratulating all 

Fishcare volunteers for the time and effort they have given Fishcare. We are a unique group of 

volunteers in the way that lots of us have volunteered for many years and spreading our message of 

promoting sustainable fishing practices is of interest to a niche audience. As we have discussed in the 

past this is both a positive and a negative to us striving for growth as an organisation but I believe our 

message is important and needs to be told for the benefit and conservation of our fisheries and 

waterways. I find it so rewarding to see the grin from ear to ear on a child when they catch their first 

fish.  

 

 

Justin Harzmeyer 
President, Fishcare Victoria  
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Treasurer’s Report 
As was the case last year Fishcare Victoria Inc. has had another strong year financially due to the 

continued support of the Recreational Fishing Licence (RFL) Working Group and fisheries Victoria. 

What we still have not overcome is our virtual total reliance on the RFL funds.  This remains an 

ongoing concern for the organisation and finding a way of overcoming this dependence must be one 

of the priorities of the new financial year even if it means moving to some degree in directions away 

from our long term core activities. 

Income & Expenditure 

Income for the 2016-17 financial year totalled $260,185, up $27,526 from the previous financial year.  

The majority of the income, $195,163, received from the RFL as the 4th year of our 5 year baseline 

funding. We also received $32,737 from the RFL CSA programme.  Fishcare received $3,212 in service 

Fees compared to just $300 last year. 

Expenditure for the year totalled $260,009, up $4,751 from last year.  The major expenditure items 

were employee expenses $189,565, up by $17,529 from last year, though this was partly reflecting 

salary increases, there was a notable increase in staff travel and accommodation costs,  

Administration costs $18,213 down $4,970 due to reduced rental costs, volunteer travel $8,623, down 

$3,053.  Finally though there has been some reclassification of expenditure items Education resources 

and Material & Product Updates at $720 were down $25,413, printing costs substantially reduced.   

In addition to the above expenditure items the costs of accumulated Annual Leave, Long Service Leave 

and Time In Lieu expenses were included in the accounts for the first time, a total of $14,911.  The 

inclusion of these items better reflects the true financial burden of the organisation’s activities.  

Fishcare for the year virtually broke even recording a surplus of $176. 

 Investments 

Fishcare Victoria took a more cautious approach to investing un-utilised project funds this year as a 

result Interest Income was $622 compared to $2,140 last year. 

Assets  

This year the organisation purchased two laptops costing a total of $2,175, one of which was funded 

by a grant of $1,150 from the City of Greater Geelong. Please see the depreciation schedule on page 

20. 

Public Fund 

The Public Fund continued to receive generous donations from the public giving it an income of $1,413 

for the year.  During year the fund was utilised to donate $1,000 to the Australian River Restoration 

Centre, an organisation deducted to improving fish habitat in our waterways. 

Please see the financial statements, bank statements and accounts review statement. 

Terry Wells 
Treasurer, Fishcare Victoria   



Fishcare Victoria Inc. Annual Report 2016-17 

10 

Fishcare State Coordinator’s Report 
Fishcare Victoria has experienced yet another eventful year delivering 339 events and reaching 8909 

participants and increasing their awareness and knowledge about sustainable recreational fishing.  

The year commenced with Mike Burgess as State Coordinator, who has since moved on to the VR Fish 

team, and I was welcomed into the Fishcare team in March. Mike has done a fantastic job in setting up 

online systems and tools to improve process and move forward into the digital age. We continue to 

build on these processes and improve our administration, communication and focus on building our 

branding and consistent messaging. I wish Mike all the best at VR Fish and look forward to working 

with him on sustainable recreational fishing initiatives into the future. 

Our two amazing regional Facilitators Jenny and Jacinta have been a tremendous support since coming 

onboard. Their love for the job, can do attitudes, knowledge, work ethic and integrity, are all 

ingredients that contribute to the great Fishcare Victoria team, assisting us to work together 

cohesively to deliver and grow the Fishcare program.  

 

State Coordinator Sarah Van Stokrom representing Fishcare Victoria at the Tooradin Kids Fishing day, run in conjunction with 
the Tooradin Angling Club. 

Hats off to our committee that meets throughout the year to ensure Fishcares’ current and future 

viability. Special mention goes to our executives Karen Eccles (Secretary), Terry Wells (Treasurer) and 

our outgoing president Justin Harzmeyer. Their professionalism, dedication and thoroughness is a 

credit to the Fishcare Victoria program. Another huge thanks to Donna Dicks from Deskabooks for 

being an amazing book keeper and support for the Fishcare committee and staff team. 

Our passionate volunteers are the backbone of this organisation. This organisation is run by the 

community, for the community and fosters the concept that it is everyone’s place to be stewards of 

our environment and fisheries. I would like to congratulate the volunteers for their continued 

dedication and the 2025 hours they have contributed this year to creating awareness and educating 

the Victorian community about sustainable recreational fishing.  
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In my short time as State Coordinator, I have already been humbled to work alongside several 

volunteers at the committee and on ground level, delivering fishing clinics and workshops with holiday 

programs, primary schools, families and secondary schools.  I have enjoyed being a part of providing 

opportunities for young people to connect with their environments, catching their first fish and getting 

hooked on fishing! 

It is this concept of facilitating connections with the environment and our fisheries that resonates with 

me and motivates me to build the profile of Fishcare, invest in our current partnerships and develop 

new ones, increase volunteer numbers and work towards establishing more regional groups and 

staffing resources to be able to expand the Fishcare program across the state. 

The RFL Working Group funding support makes much of Fishcare Victoria’s program possible and I 

would like to acknowledge them for recognising, valuing and investing in Fishcares’ contribution to 

increasing awareness, education, appreciation and stewardship of our Victorian fisheries.  

The success of our program also relies on our ability to partner with government, agencies, schools 

and tertiary institutions, community groups and angling clubs.  I am exciting about investing in new 

partnerships and further developing our strong relationships with current partners including the 

Victoria Fishing Authority, the Queenscliff Marine and Freshwater Discovery Centre, YMCA and 

primary and secondary schools across the state. Together we will keep working towards a sustainable 

fishing future.  

I am looking forward to the upcoming year and focusing on building a business case for investment 

into the future. I would like to focus on activating volunteers, the establishment of new regional 

groups and expanding the educational resource library and education program. I am excited of what 

the future holds as I believe Fishcare has a strong case for investment and is well positioned to build 

on its successes in educating the next generation of recreational anglers and cultivating awareness 

and appreciation of our aquatic environments and fisheries for years to come. 

Sarah Van Stokrom 
State Coordinator, Fishcare Victoria 
 
  

State Coordinator Sarah Van Stokrom (left) with work experience student Emma Field (centre) and East Gippsland 

Volunteer Barb Strickleton at a fishing excursion on the Mitchell River. 
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Fishcare East Gippsland Regional Facilitator Report 
 
2016/2017 was again another busy year for Fishcare Victoria 

with lots of forward changes and positive outcomes. 

Michael Burgess commenced his new role as State 

Administrator at the start of the 16/17 year with lots of 

enthusiasm and vigour to lift Fishcare to the next level. 

Opportunity came knocking and Michael was accepted a great 

role with VRfish. We wish him all the best and hopefully his 

new role will strengthen the ties between Fishcare and VRfish. 

A big special welcome to Sarah Van Stokrom, who in a quick 

turn of events, certainly proving she has the energy and 

creditability to pick up where Michael left off. Welcome aboard 

Sarah! 

Big appreciation thankyou to Jacinta, who works tirelessly 

delivering fishing workshops across her region and beyond 

with limited volunteers.  Love her delivery methods and 

creatively with the children attending workshops and she has 

done a great job over the year. A special thanks to Phil down in 

Geelong who is a quiet achiever and has been a valuable asset to the Fishcare Program in the delivery 

of Fishing workshops down in and outside his region.  

A very special big thankyou to the FV President, Justin for all his input and time devoted to the 

Fishcare program this year.  As always, he has done an awesome job as President with a young family 

in the mix and appreciate all his efforts during the year. 

Another acknowledgement needs to go to the State Secretary, Karen Eccles who volunteered her time 

and her professional manner in doing the minutes and actions and hopefully we see Karen stay on 

board this year. Special thanks to our new Treasurer, Terry Wells who has also done a great job, have 

all the other committee members that have attended the state meeting over the year. 

Big congratulations to the Fishcare Melbourne, Fishcare Central Highlands, Fishcare South West and 

the Fishcare Geelong volunteers for their wonderful efforts in delivering FishRight Workshops as well 

as attending and supporting community events across the state of Victoria.  A great effort by all and a 

big thank you for everyone’s contribution. 

Finally, a special thank you to the Fishcare East Gippsland Committee especially Martin Nathan, the EG 

President for their support to me as the regional facilitator.  Also to each of the Fishcare East 

Gippsland volunteers for all their tireless efforts in delivering and attending Fish Right workshops and 

various community events across East and Far east Gippsland during this year. East Gippsland Fishcare 

conducted over 100 activities over the year and a great achievement over the year. 

Jenny Allitt 
East Gippsland Facilitator  

Jenny Allitt (Right) with Fishcare participants 

at the “Hooked on Lakes Entrance” event 

hosted by Fisheries Victoria and the East 

Gippsland Food Cluster. 
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Fishcare Port Phillip Bay Regional Facilitator Report  
 

We kicked off the start of the 2016/2017 financial 

year with running a joint event with Fish for Life in 

Lakeside Park in Pakehham. This was a widely 

successful day with our casting clinics be one of the 

highlights of the day with some kids returning to 

every single session as well as challenging the staff 

to a “cast off” from BCF, Fishcare and Fish for Life 

volunteers. On the day, Oz Fishing TV were 

recording what was happening on the day, with the 

episode to be aired later in the year on Foxtel in 

which Michael from OZ Fishing TV will be giving 

Fishcare a big mention. 

At the start of Summer, we ran our portion of Come 

and Try Fishing days at Elwood, Albert Park Jetty, 

Mornington Pier and Cowes Pier. The two clinics 

based in Melbourne were in such high demand to 

the point of having to turn people away. After discussion with the volunteers assisting at the Albert 

Park clinic, we gave a rod to a family which had recently had their car broken and their rods stolen. 

The son who was participating in the clinic was super attentive and wanted to learn as much as 

possible - it was a wonderful way to end the Come and Try Fishing summer series.  

The Summer holidays ended with the Tidal River workshops running over two days. This was the first 

time we had all three staff running the clinics together. With new people in charge of the Tidal River 

clinics from Parks Victoria providing the support we needed, we had a great turnout and a great time. 

The clinics over the Easter holidays were run by myself, Phil from Geelong/Bellarine and Sarah our 

State Coordinator which again were well attended and supported. I look forward to many more clinics 

in Tidal River and I am glad that the relationship with Parks Victoria in Wilson’s Promontory has been 

revitalized.  

Catching flatheads left right and centre on our 

first session Port Welshpool Sea Day! 

Our casting lanes went off hook at Pakenham lakes at the Fish for Life event 
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Again we ran our annual Environmental Schools Week at 

The Briars in March. We taught an overall total of 132 

workshops spreading the sustainable fishing messages to 

875 students. At the end of the week, we got such great 

feedback putting us in the top 4 of presenters in the Expo 

paddock out of the 22 other presenters that were there 

throughout the week and we again won awards for our 

extensive contribution towards the event.  

In conjunction with Fishcare Geelong/Bellarine, we have 

been able to further grow our relationship with the 

Marine and Freshwater Discovery Centre by attending 

multiple clinics with Lara Secondary College, Bellarine 

Secondary College, Axedale Primary and Summer Holiday 

Programs.   

Within the Fishcare Melbourne and Mornington region, 

we had many successful clinics with return schools and 

school holiday programs such as Somerville Secondary 

College, Rangebank Primary School, Darebin Parklands 

Junior Rangers, Portsea Camp  

With the departure of Mike in February was a definite 

loss for Fishcare, in the short time that he was the State 

Coordinator, he was able to implement changes to assist 

Fishcare coming into the 21st century. Thankfully Sarah 

was able to start not long after Mike left and has been a great addition to the Fishcare family. With 

many new ideas and a large skill base behind her, I look forward to furthering Fishcare’s message 

alongside her.  

 

Jacinta Early 
Port Phillip Bay Facilitator 

  

Fishcare volunteer Wayne teaches primary 

school students about rules and regulations 

at the School Enviro Week at The Briars, Mt 

Martha. 
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Profit and Loss  
For the year ended 30 June 2017 
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Balance Sheet 
As at 30 June 2017
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Cash Summary 
For the 12 months ended 30 June 2017 (excluding GST) 
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Depreciation Schedule 
For the year ended 30 June 2017 
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Community Solutions Cheque Account 
For the year ended 30 June 2017 
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Community Solutions Account 
For the year ended 30 June 2017 
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Community Solutions Public Fund Account 
For the year ended 30 June 2017 
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Accountants Report 
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Follow us on social media: 
 

 

 

facebook.com/FishcareVic 

 

 

twitter.com/Fishcare_Vic 

 

 

instagram.com/fishcare_vic 

www.fishcare.org.au 

Get involved & contribute to 

a sustainable fishing


